b) COMMON TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

i) Gravida : A pregnant woman. This refers to any pregnancy regardless of duration.
ii) Para: A woman who has delivered a viable young (not necessarily living at birth). Para is  used with numerals to designate the number of pregnancies that have resulted in the birth of a viable offspring 
iii) Nulligravida: A woman who has never been pregnant.
iv) Nullipara: A woman who has not delivered a child who reached viability.

v) Primigravida: A woman pregnant for the first time.
vi) Primipara: A woman who has delivered one child after the age of viability.
vii) Multigravida: A woman who has been pregnant more than once.
viii) Multipara: A woman who has delivered two or more fetuses past the age of viability. It does not matter whether they are born dead or alive.
ix) Grandmultipara: A woman who has had six or more births past the age of viability.
x) Viability: Refers to the capability of a fetus to survive outside the uterus after the earliest gestational age (approximately 28weeks gestation in Malawi).
xi) In utero: Refers to within the uterus
1.1 GRAVIDITY /PARITY

In referring back to the definitions in paragraph 1.0, the information is abbreviated as parity/gravidity. For example, "1/0" means that a woman has not carried a pregnancy to viability (nullipara) and is pregnant for the first time (primigravida).
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Jane is pregnant for the
first time.

She carries the pregnancy
to term and the neonate
survives.

She is pregnant again.

Her second pregnancy
ends in abortion.

During her third preg-
nancy, she delivers
viable twins.
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LEGEND:
A — Times uterus has been pregnant.
B — Number of deliveries.

G — Number of premature deliveries.

D — Number of abortions (spontaneous or therapeutic).

E — Number of living children.




           Table 1.1 below shows parity and gravidity using a five-digit system
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